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Listing of Claims 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 



receiving a first mask pattern, the first mask pattern 
including a plurality of features to be patterned on a 



decomposing the first mask pattern into two or more second 
mask patterns, each of said second mask patterns including a 
portion of said plurality of features, wherein one of the two or 
more second mask patterns is to be included in a first mask to 
pattern some of the plurality of features on the particular 
substrate layer, and a different one of the two or more second 
mask patterns is to be included in a- second mask separate from 
the first mask to pattern others of the plurality of features on 
the particular substrate laye r, and wherein the pitch of at 
least one of the second mask patterns is approximately two or 
more times greater than the pitch of the first mask pattern , 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said 
decomposing comprises: 

assigning different identifiers to different groups of 
features in the first mask pattern. 



1, (Currently Amended) 



A method comprising: 



particular substrate layer; 



2 

PAGE 3(4 * RCVD AT 7/5/2005 5:26:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 ' DMS:8729M6 1 CSiD:8S86785099 * DURATION (mm-ss):0242 



07/0^/2005 14:25 FAX 8586785099 FISH AND RICHARDSON @ 

1 Serial Mo.: 10/682,367 Attorney's Docket No. : 10559/664001/P17312 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein said 
assigning comprises assigning different identifiers to adjacent 
features. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein assigning 
different identifiers comprises assigning different colors to 
different features in the first mask pattern. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein 
each of the two or more second mask patterns includes features 
in a corresponding one of the different groups. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

generating the first mask and the second mask* 

7 (Prftviouslv Presented) The method of claim 6, further 
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